HARNESSING   THE   RIVERS                    185

miraculously. Armenia is free and advances Armenia
grows her own cotton, works it in her own textile mills,
driven with her own power; produces 15 million cans of
fruit a year from her own orchards, and electrically operates
cheese production in her own alpine factories.

When E. Abramyan wrote: "I lost my parents during
the imperialist war and was left an uncared-for orphan.
There were over 50,000 such waifs in Armenia before the
Soviet power was established. The Soviet power became
a mother to us, sheltered us from our earliest years, cared
for us and gave us an education," she told the story of the
new life in Armenia to which their own Lake Sevan is
made to minister.

(in)

But it is mainly on her rivers that the Soviet Union
must depend for the power her industries demand. Russia's
rivers, amongst the largest in the world, drove, in Tsarist
days, the grindstones of a village mill. Today they drive
vast power-plants. The combined capacity of all the
Tsarist hydro-electric stations was less than one-sixth of
the capacity of a single turbine in the Dnieper station.

The contemplated river projects are simply gigantic, far
surpassing any schemes attempted or dreamed of in other
lands.

The Volga project fills the public eye at the moment.
The largest river in Europe is to be, in its entirety, harnessed
and tamed. Huge dams will block the Volga and its
tributaries, deepening the channels and driving eight
hydro-electric stations on the Volga River, six on the
Kama, the tributary river which drains the western Urals
and enters the Volga at Kazan, three on the Oka River,
and three more on the canal which is to join the Volga
with the Don and enable ships from Moscow to pass
through the Black Sea to the Atlantic Ocean.

Two stations, at Uglich and Rybinsk, northwards of
Moscow, are now near completion, and the Ivankovo
station is already complete. Construction on the Kuiby-
shev station, destined to be the largest in the world, has
started and proceeds.